Friday, October 21st 2011 - Senate Meeting

Ivey Building 1R40 – Once a month – Friday’s @ 1:30pm
Next Meeting: Friday October 18th 

Erin Uberig – euberig@uwo.ca
Brent Duncan - dunkster91@gmail.com
Chakma's Report

Liberal Platform:

· $1600 tuition rebate is going to begin in January of 2012.  No further details.

· COU (Ontario faculty version of OUSA) working with Liberal party to decrease tuition.

· Of the new post-secondary positions, 41000 will be university.  Of those, 6000 will be graduate. Western wants the grad students very badly.  Also doing their job of taking undergrads.

· Liberals want to build 3 new campuses to help alleviate these 41000 positions.

Federal Review of Support to Research and Development:

· Industry Research & Innovation Council has been created.

· It suggests simplifying Scientific Research & Experiment Development.

· Also being used to blame certain institutions for the lack of R&D growth in Canada.  

· Chakma is pleased that despite finger pointing going around, Western is not being targeted.

· Make business innovation a core objective

· Change National Research Council to one of:

· Industry oriented not for profit organizations

· Basic researches joint with universities

· Various other options that promote innovation and growth

Ontario University Fair:

· Hosted here.

· Over 118000 attendees.

· Record breaking

· Chakma is happy with how we presented ourselves

· Lots of thanks to the volunteers.

Downtown Campus:

· We're interested in City Hall, Reg. Cooper Square, Centennial Hall, Centennial House Apartments.

· The exchange assumes the donation of clean facilities.

· Donation is key because its not in our budget.  The city council must believe that the donation of this will be good for the city as a whole.

· Western will have a full business proposal in March.

· Not a done deal by any means.

International Education Panel:

· Chakma has been appointed as chair of this panel which has members from all over the country.

· Used to advise the government on how to move forward with improving Canada's international education capability 

· Advocating stronger Canadian relations with the developing world – embracing internationalization and promoting developing countries.

· Specifically looking at gearing scholarships toward exchange programs between Canada and developing nations.

International Student Focus:

· Our own student senators questioned Chakma regarding how students perceive his internationalization.

· Somewhat dancing around the issue, he pointed out that the government subsidizes Ontario student fees, whereas international students do not get subsidized, hence the higher tuition for them;  it makes no financial different to the university.

· Having a diverse campus teaches our students to live in an increasingly globalized world. Teaches new perspectives.

· The university is preparing to grow in all aspects.  Housing is growing to match increased enrolment, etc.

· Goal of 30% of students covered by scholarships.  Currently roughly 10%.

· Didn't address how to improve perception of internationalization.

